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Candidate Profile

he Orchard Park Central School Board of Education seeks
a visionary leader deeply committed to the success of all
students. This outstanding educator will have had clear
success bringing together a school community in a shared vision of
excellence. They will be an exceptional communicator and advocate
for students. The candidate's proven career accomplishments will
show creativity and strong fiscal management skills. While residency
within the District is not specifically required, the Board seeks a
visible and skilled leader, dedicated to the pursuit of excellence and
innovation. The candidate’s authentic and personal commitment
will elevate the climate and culture of the District and community.
Candidates with an outstanding career record engaging students,
faculty, staff and community are encouraged to apply.
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he Orchard Park Central School District has a dedicated
and committed Board of Education that is made up of seven
members elected at large:

• Dr. Christine Gray Tinnesz, President (2020-2023)
• Mr. Dwight Eagan, Vice-President (2019-2022)
• Mr. Ryan Cimo (2018-2021)
• Mrs. Kim Hughes (2020-2023)
• Mrs. Karen Kane (2018-2021)
• Mr. Robert Mahany (2019-2022)
• Dr. Jennifer Rogers (2020-2023)

Time Frame for Consideration
• Application deadline: Friday, March 19, 2021
• Board begins review of files: Wednesday, March 31, 2021
• Preliminary interviews: Tuesday, April 13, Thursday, April 15, and
Friday, April 16, 2021
• Final interviews: Monday, May 3, Wednesday, May 5 and
Thursday, May 6, 2021
• Appointment: On or before Tuesday, June 1, 2021
• Assume duties: Thursday, July 1, 2021

ANNOUNCEMENT OF VACANCY

SUPERINTENDENT
OF SCHOOLS

District Financial Information

Depending upon a candidate’s background and experience, the
board is prepared to offer a three-year contract with a salary of up to
$200,000 and a commensurate benefit package.
All applicants must possess or be eligible for
NYS School District Administrator (SDA) or
NYS School District Leader (SDL) certification.

Board of Education

2020-21 Approved Budget: $107,453,198
Full Value Assessment: $3,954,700,672
Tax Rate on True Value: $17.23 per $1,000
State Aid: $27,203,616
Total District Debt: $68,180,015
Over the last decade, the community has overwhelmingly passed
all school operating budgets, yearly bus purchase propositions, four
capital projects and a capital reserve fund for future capital projects.
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Applicant Information

he Board of Education has selected Dr. David O’Rourke to
assist in the search process. Interested individuals are invited
to submit a letter of application, professional placement file,
resume and academic transcript by Friday, March 19, 2021, to:

Orchard Park Central School District
Orchard Park, New York
County of Erie

David O’Rourke, Ph.D., District Superintendent
Erie 2-Chautauqua-Cattaraugus BOCES
8685 Erie Road
Angola, NY 14006

“We will give our students the vision to reach
for the stars, the skills and fortitude to climb
the ladder, and the wisdom to appreciate the
beauty of the journey.”

Applicants should not contact members of the Orchard Park Board of
Education or school district personnel. All inquiries must be directed
to Dr. O’Rourke at dorourke@e2ccb.org or (716) 549-4454, ext. 4029.

www.opschools.org
An Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Employer

The Position
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he Board of Education seeks a passionate and creative
administrator to assume the helm of Superintendent of
Schools for the Orchard Park Central School District and
replace retiring Superintendent Matthew McGarrity.
The role of the Superintendent is crucial to the success of our
school district. As the leader of an excellent and dedicated staff,
the Superintendent fosters enthusiasm for learning and individual
responsibility. As the District’s spokesperson, the Superintendent
communicates the priorities and goals of the Board of Education to
the community. As the Chief Executive Officer, the Superintendent
works intimately with the Board to guide decisions, implement
policies and outline goals, opportunities and long-term plans.
The focal point for the Superintendent is to provide outstanding
leadership to maintain the strongest educational program within the
financial capabilities of the community.
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The School District

rchard Park’s 5,026 pre-K-12 students are served by 485
teachers, 353 support staff and 21 administrators. The
District operates four K-5 elementary schools (Eggert – 513,
Ellicott – 622, S. Davis – 346 and Windom – 584). Orchard Park
Middle School serves 1,116 students in grades 6-8, while Orchard
Park High School serves 1,511 students in grades 9-12.
The elementary schools have library media,
art, music, physical education and full-day
kindergarten programs. Students are given
Chromebooks starting in kindergarten as
part of the District’s 1:1 technology initiative.
The middle school faculty provides strong
instruction and support for all students.
Outstanding programming is provided in
the core academic areas as well as foreign
language, health, art, music, technology,
physical education and life and careers instruction. The middle
school accommodates a student’s full range of interests and needs,
offering academic intervention services, special education programs,
a Makerspace and numerous extracurricular clubs, activities and
sports.
Orchard Park High School is proud to offer exceptional academic,
interscholastic sports and extracurricular programs. Academics
come first with more than 85% of graduates going on to higher
education. The school offers Regents Honors and Advanced
Placement courses in a range of subjects. The High School has
fielded numerous championship sports teams, and musical groups
have performed at Disney World and on Broadway.

District Honors & Awards
• Ranked #4 in Western New York by Buffalo Business First (2020)
• Blue Ribbon Schools – Eggert Elementary (2007), South Davis
Elementary (2013) and Orchard Park High School (2017)
• $18 million in college scholarships awarded to Orchard Park
High School graduates (2020)
• One National Merit Scholarship semi-finalist (2020)
• NYS Class AA Champions – Varsity Football (2008/2011),
Boys Varsity Volleyball (2008) and Girls Varsity Softball (2015)

The District is committed to increasing awareness of diversity, equity
and inclusivity through a partnership with the Town of Orchard
Park’s Racial Equity Task Force. New reading materials have been
selected for the school district’s libraries and high school English
curriculum. The initiative also supports
staff study groups and parent workshops on
stereotypes, implicit bias, race and racism.
Orchard Park is a component district of
Erie 2-Chautauqua-Cattaraugus BOCES.
Students attend Pathways in Technology
Early College High School (P-TECH), Career
& Technical Education, Special Education
and Alternative Education programs.

• NYSPHSAA State Champions – Girls Ice Hockey (2018)
• NYS National Class High School Marching Band (2007)

www.opschools.org
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The Community

he Orchard Park School District is located in beautiful
and scenic southern Erie County, approximately 10 miles
southeast of Buffalo. It encompasses 50 square miles and
includes portions of six adjacent townships – Orchard Park, West
Seneca, Hamburg, Boston, Elma and Aurora.
There are a variety of cultural activities and attractions across
the region, including Shea’s Performing Arts Center, Buffalo
Philharmonic Orchestra, numerous theater companies, major
league sports teams in football and hockey, a minor league team
in baseball, two prominent art galleries and historic architectural
designs by Frank Lloyd Wright. Residents enjoy a variety of outdoor
recreational opportunities such as water sports, skiing, hiking,
biking and golf. Additional attractions are found in Toronto, which
is a two-hour drive from Orchard Park.
A number of high-quality hospitals are available, including Erie
County Medical Center, Kaleida Family of Hospitals, Catholic
Health System and Roswell Park Cancer Research Institute.

The area is home to over a dozen public and private colleges and
universities. Students across New York, the nation and southern
Ontario come to take advantage of outstanding undergraduate and
graduate programs. The University at Buffalo is a national leader in
opening its campuses to many students from around the world.
Major employers in Erie County include health care providers, the
federal and state governments, auto manufacturers and the banking
industry. The revitalization of the Lake Erie waterfront contibutes to
the local economy and the rebirth of downtown Buffalo.
A number of shops and stores featuring quality merchandise and
friendly service are located in or near the Village of Orchard Park.
There is no shortage of quality restaurants offering casual and fine
dining. Orchard Park is also home to Chestnut Ridge Park, which
is the largest park in Erie County and over 1,200 acres. Affordable
housing is available within the village, in modern developments
in the Town of Orchard Park or in the rolling hills located in the
southern portion of the school district.

