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D.A.R.E. Program Marks Its 25th Year in
Orchard Park Elementary Schools

A

pproximately 170 fifth grade students at Windom and South
Davis elementary schools celebrated their D.A.R.E. graduations on June 7th and 8th, respectively. Approximately 235 Eggert and
Ellicott elementary fifth graders graduated this past January. These
graduations culminated a 15-week program
that teaches kids good
decision-making skills
that will help them
lead safe and healthy
lives. The course has
been taught in the Orchard Park Central School District for 25 years.
During the graduation, students were recognized by school
administrators, police officers, and local officials. They also listened Guest speaker Heather Prusak, Sports Reporter/Anchor at WGRZ-TV,
to a guest speaker, received their graduation certificates, and a few shows her own D.A.R.E. graduation certificate to South Davis students.
read their essay about making good decisions using the D.A.R.E. de- Pictured at right is D.A.R.E. Officer Kristen Mazur of the Orchard Park
Police Department.
cision-making model.
Officer Kristen Mazur of the Orchard Park Police
Department currently leads the D.A.R.E. program in Orchard Park. Following a set curriculum aligned with issues that confront most
youth today, Officer Mazur says, “The D.A.R.E. program is so much more than saying NO to drugs, alcohol, and tobacco. We teach students about responsibility, communication, ways to resist negative pressure, positive ways to handle stress, and what to do when they
need help. These are skills that can be used all throughout their lives. We give them the confidence to make safe and responsible choices
today, tomorrow, and into their future.”
Orchard Park’s curriculum includes a D.A.R.E. Role Model visit at the end of the course. Role Models are high school students
who volunteer their time to speak candidly to fifth graders in a question and answer session. These role models offer sound advice on topics ranging from social media and internet safety to not giving in to peer pressure.
Officer Mazur teaches the program locally to over 500 students in seven schools, including
Orchard Park catholic
schools Nativity and St.
John Vianney. The other
is Armor Elementary in
Hamburg.
To-date,
the
Orchard Park Police
D.A.R.E. program has
educated over 15,000 stu- Officer Kristen Mazur (far right) and D.A.R.E. Role
dents and continues to Models from Orchard Park High School participate in a
grow based on the com- question and answer session with fifth graders at South Davis
munity-wide
support Elementary.
Natalia Phillips (far left), a fifth grader at Windom Elementary, from school PTO’s, the
reads her essay about making good decisions using the D.A.R.E. Town Board, local businesses, the Orchard Park Police Department, and the
Orchard Park Central School District.
decision-making model.

Class of 2018 Top Ten

Incoming Sixth
Grade Walkthrough

I

ncoming sixth graders will have a walkthrough on Thursday, August 30th from
8 - 9:30 a.m. in preparation for the new
school year.
All sixth grade students will have
an opportunity to get picked up at their regularly scheduled time and location and ride
the bus to school. Students will then meet
with administration and their counselor in
the Middle School auditorium, meet their
homeroom teacher, and take a guided tour
of the school. At the conclusion of the walkthrough, students will be bused home.

Upcoming
Kindergarten
Bus Rides

Pictured above are the Top 10 students of the Class of 2018. Back row from left to right: Emily
Henrich, Aidan Winiewicz, Jon (Jack) Watson, Justin Jablonski, Margaret Ziccardi, and Elizabath
Chow. Front row from left to right: Regan Shanahan, Emma Salmon, Erin Gawel, and Nicole Haseley. Our Back-to-School newsletter will contain more information about these students.

Middle School Students Take Part in
Erie County’s Healthy District Initiative

S
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tudents from Orchard Park Central Schools participated in “Parks Clean-Up Day” with
students from Buffalo Public Schools on May 31st at Knox Farm. This event took place
for the first time as part of Erie County Clerk Mickey Kearns’ Healthy District Initiative
(HDI) to clean up three major Erie County
state parks, including Buffalo Harbor State
Park, and Beaver Island State Park.
		 The
objective
of
Mr.
Kearns’ HDI program is not only about
cleaning up parks. It’s also to encourage
diversity among students from different
schools and promote physical activity while
coming together for a common goal. A
Middle School students from Orchard Park total of 75 students from Orchard Park and
and Buffalo Public Schools work together to Buffalo Public Schools worked together to
clean up Knox Farm on May 31st as part of make Knox Farm a cleaner place.
With the success of this event and in
Erie County Clerk Mickey Kearns’ (pictured 		
support
of
advocating for cultural competence
at right) Healthy District Initiative. Photo
among our students, Superintendent Matthew
courtesy of Wendy Daniszewski.
McGarrity said, “We will be planning similar events to have kids from different schools and backgrounds together while working
toward a common goal.”
Five area districts with a combined total of over 300 students
participated, including those from Ken-Ton, West Seneca, and Lackawanna public
schools. The project is funded through New York State’s “Connect Kids to Parks” field
trip grant program and is also in collaboration with the Wellness Institute of Greater
Buffalo & Western New York.

Incoming kindergarten students will learn about
bus safety during Kindergarten Bus Ride Week
from August 6-10, 2018.

I

ncoming Kindergarten students will
have an opportunity to experience
riding on a school bus prior to the first
day of school. Orchard Park bus drivers will take students on a short ride and
talk to them about school bus safety.
Bus rides will be held at the
Orchard Park Central School District
Transportation Department, 2240 Southwestern Blvd. from Monday August 6th
through Friday August 10th. The rides will
start each day at 10 a.m. and continue every
half hour until 12 p.m.
This will be the only opportunity
for your child to experience the bus ride
prior to the school year beginning. No need
to sign up. If you have any questions, please
contact the Transportation Department at
209-6237.
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OPCSD Recognized as One of the Best in the Nation for
Music Education for Second Consecutive Year

he Orchard Park Central School District
a testament to the commitment and efforts
is one of 583 school districts nationwide
of our teachers, administrators, students,
to be given a Best Communities for Music
parents and community members to make
Education (BCME) designation from The Namusic education a priority in Orchard Park,”
tional Association of Music Merchants (NAMM)
said Matthew McGarrity, Superintendent of
Foundation for the second consecutive year.
the Orchard Park Central School District.
The Best Communities for Music
Research into music education conEducation recognition is awarded annualtinues to demonstrate educational/cognitive
ly to districts that demonstrate outstanding
and social skill benefits for children who
achievement in efforts to provide music access
make music. In a series of landmark studand education to all students. In cooperation Emily Frey, a member of Orchard Park’s
ies by scientists and
with researchers at The Music Research Insti- Wind Ensemble, plays the flute.
researchers at Northtute at the University of Kansas, and based on
western
University,
survey results, this award recognizes the commitment and dedica- a link was found between students in
tion of Orchard Park Central School District to music and the arts community music programs and life-long
as innovative learning opportunities for a well-rounded education. academic success, including higher high
“Being recognized again by the NAMM Foundation is school graduation rates and college attendance.

OP Elementary Schools Celebrate Over
10,000 Acts of Kindness This Year

O

rchard Park elementary schools, Eggert, Ellicott, S. Davis,
and Windom, celebrated a cumulative total of 10,800 acts of
kindness this school year in response to Rachel’s Challenge, which
inspires kids to act with kindness and respect for one another.
R a c h e l ’s
Challenge is a
nationwide character-building
initiative that is
based on the life
and writings of
the first Columbine victim, Rachel Joy Scott,
who showed small
acts of kindness to
those around her.
Her legacy lives on
Ellicott Elementary students stuff donated shoes through Rachel’s
with toiletries for their “Stuff the Sneaker” kindness Challenge and has
been brought to
activity.
all four Orchard
Park elementary schools this year through the Character Education Committee. The goal of this character education program is to
encourage students to act with kindness and compassion and to see
the positive impact they can have on those around them.
For each kind behavior a student demonstrates, a paper
chain link is made to represent an act of goodwill that creates a
“chain reaction” of kindness toward others. At the end of the year,

the chain links are
connected to make
one long chain or
several long chains,
and the acts of kindness are celebrated
at each school’s final
Character Education
Assembly.
Schools have
demonstrated kindness in other ways
that model Rachel
Scott’s compassion
for others. For example, Eggert Elemen- Ellery Jaworowicz (left) and Reece Politowstary students Reece ki sit on one of the Buddy Benches that was
Politowski and Ellery recently installed on the Eggert ElementaJaworowicz
raised ry playground. In an act of kindness, the girls
money from local raised enough money to purchase the benches.
businesses to purchase two Buddy Benches for the school playground. When someone sits on a Buddy Bench, it indicates to others that he or she needs
a friend. Ellicott Elementary students participated in the “Stuff the
Sneaker” campaign, which brought in donations of gently used
shoes that are stuffed with toiletries and are given to those in need.
Based on the number of acts of kindness demonstrated
this year, it’s clear to see that Rachel’s Challenge is making a difference in our school community.
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Windom’s Going Green Club Wins
First Place in Local Science Contest
stormwater,
and
plastic pollution as
they employ creative
ways to solve these
environmental issues.
Participants were asked
to collect one-time use
plastic bags to create an
art/craft piece; create
a one-minute video
examining
plastic
bags and how they
can harm the natural
environment; and/or
paint a rain barrel to
Windom Going Green Club members with their award from the help promote water
“I Am the Solution to Plastic Pollution” contest. Photo courtesy of Joy
protection.
Burdzy.
Green
Club
he Windom Elementary Going members decided to do all three and
Green Club won first place for their enlisted the help of others in the Windom
video submission to the “I Am the Solu- community. They hosted a parent night
tion to Plastic Pollution” contest, which at school so that families could help turn
was sponsored by the Buffalo Museum plastic grocery bags into long chains that
of Science, the Buffalo Zoo, and the Erie
would become jumpropes. In addition,
County Department of
Environment
and Planning. The group was recognized Windom’s Art Club painted a rain barrel
on Sunday, April 22nd at the Buffalo Sci- with an image of an owl and the message
ence Museum’s Earth Day celebration. “Be Wise Conserve Water.” Storm water
The project theme, Pollution collection will allow the students to water
Prevention through Art, allowed students the raised bed gardens located in the school’s
to make the connection between litter, courtyard. Finally, members created an
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award-winning one minute video showing
all the ways in which the school recycles.
As the video shows, Going Green
Club members have worked on numerous
initiatives throughout the year and have
set an example for others within the school
community and beyond. Students drink
out of reusable cups and water bottles and
bring bento boxes for lunch instead of
brown paper bags, creating less waste. Used
paper gets shredded and becomes a liner for
pet cages. Broken crayons are melted down
and reused as creative shapes. Cardboard,
paper, and plastic are tossed into recycling
bins located throughout the school. The
Club has also been collecting pop tabs
for Ronald McDonald House Charities.
As they look for other ways to create
less of a carbon footprint, club members
would like to reduce garbage by having hand
dryers installed in the school lavatories.
They also want to find a way to compost
and recycle more in the cafeteria. “We’d love
a farm to take our food garbage!” said Mrs.
Joy Burdzy, Going Green Club Advisor.
The art and sculptures created
from the plastic bags, as well as the nine
painted rain barrels from the local schools
were on display at the Museum throughout
the month of May in North Hamlin Hall.

Seventh Graders Experience Civil War
Encampment at the Middle School

O
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rchard Park Middle School seventh
graders experienced a Civil War
Encampment on May 24th at the
Middle School. Members of the
Reynolds Battery Artillery reenactment group presented various stations
that depicted life during the Civil War.
Students rotated through several
stations including blacksmithing, which
was demonstrated by interim Orchard Park
Middle School Assistant Principal John
Baronich. Other stations included camp life,

music of the Civil War era, ladies fashion,
marching, Signal Corps, a farmer’s wife,
a recruiter, types of infantry/weaponry,
a leather worker, and a full size replica
cannon that was fired at the end of the day.
This event was a culmination of
the seventh grade Civil War unit, allowing
students to get a better sense of both the
war and civilian efforts to support the war. Interim OPMS Assistant Principal John Baronich
demonstrates his blacksmithing skills. Mr. Baronich
is a member of the Reynolds Battery Artillery group.
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Congratulations 2018 Retirees
and Tenure Recipients!

he District held a retirement and tenure reception at District Office on June
121h. Superintendent Matthew McGarrity and Assistant Superintendent David
Lilleck both spoke about the experience of the District’s retirees and the significance
of receiving tenure. Administrators from each site had an opportunity to speak
about the retirees from their respective school buildings or departments, including
the significant impact they have made and how much they will be missed.
A total of 19 retirees this year collectively had over 446 years of service
within the Orchard Park Central School District. They will all be truly missed, but we
wish them well as they enter a new chapter in their lives!

Pictured above are ten of this year’s retirees who
attended the reception on Tuesday, June 12th at
District Office.

OPHS DECA
Members Named
Finalists at
International Career
Conference

Pictured from left to right are tenure
recipients Cheri Pritchard, Melissa Stasio, and
Matthew Fisher.

Mampe Joins South Davis Elementary
as New Principal

T

he District is pleased to announce the appointment of Ms. Julie Mampe as the new principal
for South Davis Elementary, effective July 1st. Ms.
Mampe succeeds Mrs. Christine Rassow who will
retire this summer after serving in the District for 13 years.
Ms. Mampe was previously Assistant Principal at
Clarence Central High School for three years. Prior to that,
she taught in the Williamsville Central School District as
a Gifted Programming Specialist for Country Parkway
Elementary School for seven years, and as a High School
Ms. Julie Mampe is the new English teacher for three years at Bath-Haverling High
South
Davis
Elementary School.
Ms. Mampe holds the following certifiPrincipal, effective July 1st.
cations: School Building Leader; School District
Leader; Gifted Education K–12; Literacy Education K–6; Literacy Education 7–12; Elementary and English Education 7–9; and English Education 7-12. She received her
Masters of Science in Education from the State University of New York at Buffalo in
May 2013.
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Pafk Appointed as New Assistant
Principal of OPMS

he Orchard Park Central School District is pleased to welcome Mr. Brandon Pafk
to the Middle School as Assistant Principal, effective July 2018. Mr. Pafk comes to
the District after serving as an administrator for eight years at the Charter School for
Applied Technologies (CSAT) where he was an assistant principal at the high school
before being named Middle School Principal for the last four years. Prior to joining the
administrative team at CSAT, he was Director of Fine Arts and a music educator there.

FRONT ROW: Emily Henrich, Emily Piscitelli,
Karlin Klass, Hunter Lobur-Cummins, Jordan
O’Brien. BACK ROW: Kristen Casto (Co-Adviser), Jenna Probst, Timothy Allaire, Everett
Ulsrud, Jake Miller, Josef Iqbal, Robin Piscitelli. Photo courtesy of Kristen Casto.
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hree Orchard Park High School
DECA members were finalists in their
respective competitions at the DECA
International Career Development Conference (ICDC) in Atlanta, GA from
April 21st-24th. A total of ten Orchard
Park High School DECA members were
among the 19,000 international students
and advisers who attended the conference.
Teammates Karlin Klass and Jenna
Probst were among the top 20 in their event,
and Jordan O’Brien was among the top 10
in his event. These students are to be commended for their notable achievements.
All students competed in various
business-related contests, including sales,
marketing, hospitality and accounting.
Orchard Park DECA would
like to thank Double, Double Inc. for
their donations in support of this trip.
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Eggert Elementary Students Raise Money for Roswell Park
Sydney Dobmeier Close to Reaching Major
Fundraising Goal of $20,000

E

ggert Elementary fourth
grade student Sydney
Dobmeier, also known as the
Ride for Roswell Girl, is about
to reach her fundraising goal
for Roswell Park. Sydney has
been committed to raising
$20,000 for the last six years
in support of those fighting
cancer, and she’s only $2,000
away from reaching this incredible milestone!
Donning a bike helmet with positive words of encouragement like, “Ride like Fourth grade Eggert student
the wind” and “Keep going Sydney Dobmeier gears up for her next
everyone,” her messages speak race.
to not only those riders in the
Race for Roswell, but also to
those who are struggling to beat cancer in the race for their lives.
“It makes me feel happy and like that I’m a part of something bigger to help people,” said Sydney.
Her perseverance and dedication is an inspiration to us
all. Click here to view more about Sydney Dobmeier’s story or view
her YouTube video.

First Annual Rainbow Day Fundraiser for
Pediatric Cancer

E

ggert Elementary students held
their first annual Rainbow Day
for the Courage of Carly Fund on
April 13th and raised over $1700.
The fundraiser was initiated by Gabriella Hill, a third grader at Eggert
whose birthday wish was to help
children with cancer.
Gabi approached Student
Council with her idea and they
decided to hold a fundraiser that
would show a “rainbow of support”
based on the different cancer
awareness colors. On April 13th, Third grade Eggert student
each student was asked to wear a Gabriella Hill presents a check to
color that had significance to them Roswell Park for the Courage of
and make a suggested donation of Carly Fund.
$1. The top three classes with the
most donations won a pizza party. Altogether, a significant amount
of money was raised and Gabi had the honor of presenting the
check to the officials at Roswell Park.
The Courage of Carly Fund is an organization that raises
money for pediatric cancer research and family support programs
at Roswell Park. For more information, visit courageofcarlyfund.
org

OP Varsity and JV Winterguard
Wrap Up Another Successful Season

T

The 2018 Varsity Winterguard from left to right: Front
row: Julianna MacDonald, Lily Gotthelf, Ayua Johnson,
Jillian Dojnik, Jillian Phillips. Middle row: Molly Pataky,
Sofia Campanella, Brianne Sexton, Emma Jemiolo, Sara
Genek, Katrina Farnum. Back row: Julia Krause, Kayleigh
Kroon, Paula Ardovini, Joe Zizzi, Laura Krause, Sara Bialkowski, Cheyenne Sikes, Megan Kelly, and Brooke Czajkowski. Photo courtesy of Kristen Costa.
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he Orchard Park JV and Varsity 46 member Color Guard, which is comprised
of students from Orchard Park Middle School and High School concluded their
season in April.
The JV team performed a show entitled “Yellow Brick Road,” and competed against
seven other teams in their division. After a successful first competition, they were
promoted to a higher division. At the Circuit
Championships, they placed third with a score
of 82.0 and received a bronze metal.
The 20 member Varsity team of both high
school and middle school students, performed
a show entitled “Send in the Clowns.” The Varsity team scored 86.6 and placed second at the
Circuit Championships held at Gates Chili High
School receiving a silver metal. They concluded The 2018 JV Winterguard performs.
their season at the Winter Guard International Photo courtesy of Kristen Costa.
(WGI) World Championships in Dayton, Ohio
from April 12th-14th and competed in the Open Class (second level ranking) and
scored well for their first year back at this intense competition.
The Orchard Park Winterguard would like to thank the Orchard Park Central
School District, Orchard Park Band Boosters and the Orchard Park community for
all of their support this season.

F

OP Seniors Sign Letters of Intent

our Orchard Park High School seof mental and physical strategy and
niors signed their national letters of
feels that what makes him successful is
intent to play their sports at the college
his spontaneous creativity on the ball
level. The signing ceremony took place
and constant determination to improve
at the Orchard Park High School on
his game. Over this past winter when
Thursday, June 7th.
he wasn’t playing as much soccer, he rePhilip Choroser plans to atalized how much he’d miss the game if
tend Ball State University to swim next
he didn’t play in college. Benjamin was
year. Philip has been swimming for 10
recruited by Macalester while playing at
years and started out at Hickory Hill
a tournament last November. He chose
Swim & Tennis Club. He is also on the
the school based on the coaches and for
Town Wreckers Swim Team (TWST).
its athletics and academics. He plans to
Philip loves that this sport allows him
major in Computer Science.
to compete as an individual, as well as Orchard Park High School seniors Philip Choroser, Ethan
Grant Zell plans to attend Niagara
part of a team. He has aspired to be a Falsone, Grant Zell, and Benjamin Wagner signed their letters University to play ice hockey next year.
collegiate swimmer since he was 10 of intent to play their sports at the collegiate level.
Grant started out playing roller hockyears old and believes that what makes
ey in sixth grade before a friend asked
him successful is the hard work he puts
what makes him successful at this sport is
him to play goalie on an ice hockey
in knowing that he gave it his all. He chose his athleticism and overall hustle when he team when he was in seventh grade. Grant
Ball State based on its campus and Tele- plays. Ethan loves the competitiveness and progressed through travel hockey and has
communications program, which is his in- excitement of the game and has always played on the West Seneca Wings AAA
tended major. He hopes to be a broadcaster wanted to play at the college level. He chose team in addition to Orchard Park. Grant
someday.
Ohio Northern because of its job placement loves the competitive side to being a goalie
Ethan Falsone plans to attend success rate and for its campus. Ethan plans and having control over the outcome of the
Ohio Northern University to play lacrosse to major in pharmaceutical business.
game. He feels that what makes him a sucnext year. Ethan has been playing lacrosse
Benjamin Wagner plans to attend cessful player is the support that he gets from
for Orchard Park since he was 14 years Macalester College to play soccer in the fall. his parents and his coaches. He wanted to
old and thanks his brother for encourag- Benjamin has been playing since he was continue playing in college to stay focused
ing him to switch to the sport after play- four years old. In addition to playing for and in physical shape, and also to meet new
ing baseball for several years. In addition Orchard Park, he has also played travel soc- people. He chose Niagara based on their
to Orchard Park, Ethan has also played cer and for the Empire United Soccer Acad- hockey program and its job placement sucfor Top Shelf Lacrosse. Ethan believes that emy. Benjamin loves that soccer is a game cess rate. Grant plans to major in biology.
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OP Students Receive Foreign
Language Awards

he Western New York Foreign Language Educators’ Council (WNYFLEC) annual Student, Teacher and Recognition
(STAR) Awards Ceremony on June 6th recognized several Orchard
Park students.
		
High school senior Christina Hrusa was given the Fulvi Student
Scholarship Award for excellence in
Foreign Languages.
		
Middle School students Katherine Bogart, Elizabeth Faust, Faith
Walh, Moira Blood and Kristen Heard
Award recipients from left: Ga- were honored for their excellent perforlena Hastings, Christina Hru- mance in Spanish. High school seniors
sa, and Erich Dickey. Photo Erich Dickey and Galena Hastings
courtesy of Anna Cartwright. were honored for their enthusiasm for
languages and performance in French.
Finally, Middle School teacher Carol Wirth received the
WNYFLEC Service award for her many years of outstanding work
as organizer of the WNYFLEC poster contest.

OPHS Senior Places Third at New
York State SkillsUSA Conference

R

owan Adamski, a senior
at the High School and an
Erie
2-Chautauqua-Cattaraugus BOCES (E2CCB) student,
placed third at the New York State
SkillsUSA Conference in Syracuse
from April 25th-27th. Rowan, a Small
Animal Science student, received an
award for her work in the Animal
Careers competition. Orchard
Park High School students Tucker OPHS student Rowan Adamski
Donohue and Allison Kennedy also placed third in the Animal Careers competition at the SkillsUcompeted.
Orchard Park students SA Conference. Photo courtesy of
are able to participate in a half- Alan Gustafson.
day program at the Ormsby
Educational Center in East Aurora during their Junior and
Senior years at the High School. This partnership allows students
to choose from the diverse programs offered there.
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Images From Around the District

The District was named a finalist at the Buffalo Business First Brick by
Brick Awards on June 11th. The finalist award was for Best Project in the
Educational category for our recently completed $24.3 million capital
improvements project. From left to right is Jeff Critelli of Turner Construction, Jeff Petrus, Bill Bosinski, and Jeff Nunn of Gordon Jones Associates.

STAP Comm Secretary, Lexi Biondo, presents a check to Bill Gehen,
Executive Director of the Orchard Park Boys & Girls Club. The students of
STAP Comm organized a basket raffle during a boy’s basketball game to raise
money for the Orchard Park Boys & Girls Club. Photo courtesy of Stacy
Rominger.

Photo credit: Maria Marinaccio

Seniors at Orchard Park High School experience a simulation of a tragic car
accident and witness the consequences of driving while impaired the day
before the prom. Pictured is student actress Emma Tryon (left) and Orchard
Park Police Officer Kristen Mazur.

8

Windom Elementary teachers and staff performed a “‘Not So’ Talent Show”
to raise money in support of the Windom-Haiti Partnership. The proceeds
from this event, which were approximately $1500, will help build a library
for students at the New Hope School in Belot, Haiti.

Two-time American Ninja Warrior competitor Patrick Hall invaded Eggert
Elementary for a boys Eggert Ninja Night, sponosored by the Wellness
Committee. Patrick and other instructors at Hybrid Fitness engaged Eggert
students with two different courses based on grade level. Photo collage
courtesy of Tara Zimmerman.

Images From Around the District

Photo credit: Jordan Lema
OPHS English Teacher Maria Marinaccio (holding mic) and members of the Partially Submerged Elephants film crew attended the 2018
Cannes Film Festival where their award-winning short film “Ride of Your
Life” was screened. Pictured from left to right is Megan Gonsalves, Tori
Claflin, Shakora Purks, Maria Marinaccio, Marc Braun, and Cole Bielecki.

Students in Mrs. Fisher and Mrs. O’Brien’s Olweus group at the Middle
School did a service project this spring to help Open Arms Rescue, which
helps place dogs in foster care until they’re adopted. The students chose the
organization, planned a bottle/can drive to raise money, and collected gently
used collars, leashes, and toys for the animals. Mrs. Waterman’s Life and
Careers Club also donated homemade dog treats. Open Arms Rescue volunteers brought dogs in on June 6th to visit with the kids and to accept the donations.

Lily Michael participates in
Orchard Park Family Math
Night with Kara Imm at Eggert
Elementary on May 23rd. Both
students and parents were engaged in a series of fun activities
and conversations that helped
make sense of the math kids
are learning in school. Photo
courtesy of Darlene Rombola.

Local author Amy Ludwig VanDerwater incorporates props and audience
participation into her storytelling to get first graders at Windom Elementary
excited about poetry.

On May 30th, the STAP Comm and Class Officer Inauguration took place
at the High School. Pictured above from left to right are: Top: Chad Gloss,
Maddy Stevenson, Lilly Woodworth, Rose Quinlan, and Nolan Watson.
Middle: Madison Perry, Jenn Fertel, Celeste O’Connor, Brian Murphy, Abby
Nelson, and Will Desmond. Bottom: Cassidy Whalen, Delaney Shanahan, Abbie Pace, Elise Mutty, Christine Clayback, Ava Savarino, and Kelly
Barnes. Photo courtesy of Stacy Rominger.

Photo credit: Kim Artmeier
Windom Elementary students Tyler Fabbro and Francesca Stifter receive a
Dogwood sapling after NYSEG representatives Gheorghe Nicula and Mark
Stifter talk about the significance of Arbor Day.
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ArtSplash 2018
ArtSplash, the district-wide art show held each spring, recently commemorated its 30th year. Opening night was held on Friday, May 18th
at the Orchard Park Public Library. Below are some of the impressive pieces of student artwork that were on display.

Artwork by: Michael Holden
Ellicott Elementary

Artwork by: Annabel Carr
Eggert Elementary

Artwork by: Olivia Jurek
Orchard Park Middle School

Artwork by: Jantralai Moore
Orchard Park High School
Artwork by: Ella Boryszak
Windom Elementary

Artwork by: Alexandra Chow
South Davis Elementary

OPCSD 2018-2019 School Calendar
The first day of student attendance will be on Tuesday, September 4, 2018.
For a printable version of the 2018-19 calendar, please click here.

Follow Us On Facebook and Twitter!
Like us on Facebook @OPCSD
OR
Follow us on Twitter @OPSchools
10

