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Ellicott Elementary Students Donate to
Veterans in Need
Students in Mrs. Krezmien’s
class at Ellicott Elementary recently
coordinated the collection and donation of supplies to assist our local
veterans in need.
The students had watched a
“Kid President” video about making
a difference as part of an Olweus
activity. They decided that they
could and should make a difference
in their own community. Since it was
nearing Veterans Day the students
decided, as a class, that it would be
a good idea to do something to help
our veterans who are in need.
The class reached out to Mrs.
Braun, the mother of their classmate
Colden Braun, who works at the VA.
She was very receptive to the idea of
students collecting items that would
assist the veterans in our area. The
students received permission from
Mr. Pietrantone, Ellicott Elementary
Principal, and then they got to work.
The students created a
commercial for ELTV, the schools

announcements, and put posters up
throughout the building. They even
helped develop a flyer that went
home with all of the students. The
flyers, posters
and commercials mentioned
items that many
of the homeless
veterans in our
area need like
toiletries and
clothing items.
ElliEllicott fifth grader
cott collected
Colden Braun is pictured
1,097 items to with Kristen Weese the
be donated to Homeless Veteran Program
the Homeless Coordinator after dropping
Veteran’s Pro- off the donation.
gram of WNY.
Mrs. Braun
picked up the donation from Ellicott
and she and Colden delivered it to
the VA Homeless Veterans Program
on Tuesday, November 17th. Kristen
Weese, the Program Coordinator, was
there to receive the donation. The
supplies were desperately needed
and will be distributed to veterans.
Mrs. Krezmien’s class really enjoyed this experience and all
agreed that it was very fulfilling to
do something to help others within
our community. They plan to continue trying to make a difference
Students in Mrs. Krezmien’s fifth grade class pose in our community throughout the
for a picture after loading up the donations to be school year.
delivered to the VA Homeless Veterans Program.

www.opschools.org www.facebook.com/OPCSD

OPHS Student Julie Buynacek Honored as winner of Girls’
STEM Contest
On October 14, 2015, Cobham
Mission systems hosted retired
Astronaut Dr. Donald A. Thomas and
NASA Program Integration Manager
Dr. Sharon Cobb, at the Orchard
Park facility. The NASA dignitaries
were in town to show appreciation
to the Cobham space team and their
innovation and support of NASA’s
deep space exploration rocket - SLS
(Space Launch System). Cobham,
recognizing this unique visit by NASA,
challenged local high schools to select
the best presentations from female
students in grades 9-12 which answer
the question, “What would you do if
you were the first human explorer to
visit Mars?”
Julie Buynacek’s entry was

Quaker Marching
Band

submitted by Mr. Brian Godfrey,
Orchard Park High School teacher
and STEM club advisor, and her work
was chosen by Cobham as one of six
winning entries during NASA’s visit to
their facility. Julie submitted a poem
as her entry to explore the exciting
idea of visiting Mars and the concept
of sustaining or finding life there,
since there is now evidence of flowing
water on Mars. Even though she has
a very hectic schedule, she enjoyed
the creative challenge and this drove
her to submit her work for the very
exciting chance to meet an astronaut!
Julie really enjoyed her visit
to Cobham and learned a lot about
what astronauts do while they are in
space and the training they experience
before their missions. She found the
experiments Dr. Thomas and Dr.
Cobb conducted on crystals intriguing
and thought how they communicated
while one was in space and the other
on earth fascinating. The six winning
entrants had an opportunity to have
lunch with women who work in STEM
fields at Cobham. The employees

Pictured above is Julie Buynacek with
Astronaut Dr. Donald A. Thomas and
NASA Program Integration Manager, Dr.
Sharon Cobb during her visit to Cobham.
shared information about the company
with the girls and even told them that
one of their products is currently on
Mars. Julie felt it was an incredible
experience.
In the future Julie plans
to become an engineer. She hasn’t
determined where she will go to college
yet but would like to be in a great
engineering program. For the time
being Julie is happy getting to design
and test rockets in Orchard Park High
School’s STEM club.

Commended Students
The Cavalcade of Bands was held on
Saturday October 24th. Eleven Bands attended including two bands from Pennsylvania.

The Quaker Marching Band had their best
performance of the season at the Carrier
Dome in Syracuse. The band scored 82.20
in the Large School 2 Classification. Congratulations to the QMB!
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Orchard Park High School Principal, Jonathan Wolf, announced
that Marissa Carney, Calvin Clark, Hala ElSolh, Ian Ferer, Anna Swetz
and Sara Walters have been named
Commended Students in the 2016 National
Merit Scholarship Program. A Letter
of Commendation from the school and
National Merit Scholarship Corporation
(NMSC), which conducts the program,
will be presented by the principal to these
scholastically talented seniors.
Pictured above are the Class of 2016
About 34,000 Commended
Commended Students.
Students throughout the nation are being
recognized for their exceptional academic promise. Although they will not
continue in the 2016 competition for National Merit Scholarship awards,
Commended Students placed among the top five percent of more than 1.5 million
students who entered the 2016 competition by taking the 2014 Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).

Superintendent’s
Column
By Matthew McGarrity
Superintendent of Schools
This time of year is very special. Those of us who gravitate toward
enjoying the outdoors have a fond
appreciation of the colors of the fall
season, the crisp feeling in the air and
the smell of wood burning fireplaces.
Autumn is also that time
of year that we are reminded to
acknowledge and thank the many
valued members of our community.
We take time to remember and show
our deep gratitude to our Veterans.
If not for the sacrifice and service of
our current military and Veterans
who have served, we would not have
the freedoms we currently enjoy and
often take for granted. On November
17, we thanked and acknowledged
the dedicated work of our School Support Staff Professionals. During the

Thanksgiving holiday we will spend
time with our families and friends and
together reflect upon all that we have
to be so very thankful for.
I think it is important as a
school district to also use this time
of year to reflect upon all that we
are so thankful for. Our community
continues to support our district and
be passionate about public education.
Many of our community groups such
as PTO’s, Orchard Park Foundation
for Academic Excellence, Music Boosters, and Quaker Athletics Boosters,
along with our local businesses, advocate and fundraise for the varied
needs of our students. These groups
and local businesses are dedicated to
increasing opportunities for Orchard
Park students.

We have outstanding and
dedicated staff members, teachers, administrators and support staff, who go
above and beyond and keep their focus
on the needs of children. Our students
are enthusiastic about their learning
experience whether it be playing the
tuba, working on their soccer skills or
focusing on their studies – we are very
proud of all of their accomplishments.
Our Board of Education, made up of
seven volunteer members, devotes a
large amount of personal time to ensure that the District is continuously
moving in a positive direction.
Thank you for your continued
support of the Orchard Park Central
School District.

Windom Elementary Librarian Honored
		
Annually SLAWNY (School Librarians’ Association of Western New
York) presents the Outstanding Library Advocate of the Year award. They nominate
an individual who has consistently been an advocate for school libraries in Western
New York or made significant contribution to librarianship. Windom Elementary
Librarian Jim Clark was presented with the Outstanding Library Advocate of the
Year award at the SLAWNY Fall Sharing Conference which was held at the Orchard
Park Middle School on Saturday, October 17th. Clark stated, “It is an incredible
honor to be recognized by your peers, but it is my time instilling a love of reading in
the students at Windom that is the most rewarding part of being a librarian.”
Pictured to the left is Windom Elementary librarian Jim Clark and his wife Lisa
Boldt after he received the Outstanding Library Advocate of the Year award at the
SLAWNY Fall Sharing Conference on Saturday, October 17, 2015.
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Office of Personnel and Pupil Services
By: David Lilleck
Executive Director for Personnel & Pupil Services

Hello, my name is Dave Lilleck and I wanted to take an opportunity to introduce myself within my
new role as the Executive Director of
Personnel and Pupil Services. On July
1 of this year, I began serving as the
Executive Director for Personnel and
Pupil Services for the Orchard Park
Central School District. Before this
transition, I served as the principal
of Orchard Park Middle School for
approximately six years and as the
House 3 Principal at Orchard Park

High School for one and one-half years
prior to that. During my administrative career in the District, I have
also served as the Assistant Athletic
Director, as well as the co-coordinator
of Universal Pre-K. I entered administration after teaching Social Studies
at Grand Island High School for seven
years. I am also a proud husband and
father of three children; a 9th grade
daughter at OPHS and twin boys who
are in the 4th grade at Ellicott.
The transition to my new position has been extremely exciting! It
has been incredibly rewarding to be
a part of the District Office team as
we build upon the strong foundation
that we have in place. As many of
you know, this is an exciting and at
the same time, challenging period in

public education. With the significant
changes that have taken place within
NYSED regarding teacher and principal evaluation, the Common Core, and
assessment practices, we must keep
our focus on student and instructional
issues. As the Executive Director of
Personnel and Pupil Services, I will
work diligently to ensure that we
continue to hire and develop the exceptional educators and support staff
that have been a hallmark of OPCSD.
I am also responsible for overseeing
the vision of our Pupil Services, mainly
in the realm of Special Education. My
goal is to continue to examine and improve upon all of our student services
to ensure the District is progressing
and meeting the unique needs of all
of our students!

OPMS Students Performed Disney’s The Lion King Jr.
The Orchard Park Middle School
presented Disney’s The Lion King
Jr. on Friday, November 13 th and
Saturday, November 14th in the Middle
School Auditorium.
The Lion King Jr. tells the story of
the epic adventures of a curious cub
named Simba as he struggles to accept
the responsibilities of adulthood and
his destiny as king. Along the way, the
young lion encounters a colorful cast
of characters including spunky lioness
Nala, charismatic meerkat Timon, and
lovable warthog Pumbaa. To claim his
rightful place on the throne and save
his beloved Pridelands, Simba must
find his inner strength and confront
his wicked Uncle Scar. The Lion King
Jr. features classic songs from the
1994 film such as “Hakuna Matata”
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and the Academy Award®-winning
“Can You Feel the Love Tonight” as
well as additional songs penned for
the Broadway production.
The show featured over 100
Middle School students, including the
following as leads: Ayden Herreid as
Young Simba; Sean Lieberman as Old
Simba, Allison Barsi as Young Nala,
Rebecca Lang as Old Nala; Jenna
Agro as Rafiki; Matt Weber as Mufasa;
John DellaContrada as Scar; Edwin
Irizarry as Timon; Jack Masman as
Pumbaa; Alex Zadvorney as Zazu;
Sierra Winterhalter as Sarabi; Maeve
Wright as Sarafina; Matthew Keane as
Banzai; Rose Quinlan as Shenzi; and
Luke York as Ed.
The Lion King Jr. also featured
a crew of almost 50 students, led by

Jennifer Tylock, director/co-producer,
Melissa Smith, music director/
co-producer, Brad Carson, music
director/co-producer, Jourdan Morgan,
Choreographer, and Jim Roland, Set
Design.

Some of the leads in Orchard Park Middle
Schools’s production of Disney’s “The Lion
King Jr.” took a break from rehearsal to
pose for a photo.

Veterans and First Responders Honored at Varsity Football
Game On September 11th
The Orchard Park Varsity Football team recognized Veterans and First
Responders at the Varsity Football game on Friday, September 11th.
Veterans and First Responders were allowed into the football game free
of charge with identification. They met at the entrance of the turf field before
the game. They were recognized at the beginning of the game. The announcer
spoke about how much both Veterans and
First Responders do for our country. The
football team gave those being recognized
high fives as they made their way out onto
the field. Afterward they returned to their
seats to enjoy the rest of the game against Superintendent Matthew McGarrity had
the Frontier Falcons.
an opportunity to chat with WWII VeterThe game was held at the Orchard Park an Bruce Tarquino as the football game
High School Athletic Field located at 3901 against the Frontier Falcons began.
N. Freeman Road in Orchard Park at 7 p.m.
on Friday, September 11th.
Varsity Football player, Ethan Dempsey
There was a great turnout at the September 11th game to support the Quakers
ran the flag out onto the field before the
and recognize our Veterans and First Responders for their dedication to our country
rest of the team was announced.
and its citizens.

Olweus Training Continues for Faculty and Staff
The Orchard Park Central School District continues to implement the Olweus anti-bullying program. All district
employees participate in Olweus training. When new employees are hired additional training sessions are added so all
employees have an understanding of the program. The newest employees received training in the Olweus program on
Monday, September 14th in an all-day Olweus training session taught by the schools Certified Olweus Trainers.
The training taught participants the different roles that can be played
when a bullying situation occurs. The list includes; students who bully,
followers, supporters, passive supporters, disengaged onlookers, possible
defenders, and the student who is being bullied. The Olweus program is
different than most as it focuses more of its efforts on the majority of the
children. The majority are typically the bystanders. The program encourages
them not just to be a bystander but to do something. Depending on the
situation, if they feel comfortable, the students can step in and say something
to the student who is engaging in bullying behavior. They can help the
student being bullied get out of the situation or they can tell an adult what
New staff members participated in Olweus
is happening.
training on September 14th.
One of the keys to the Olweus program is to be consistent. The
consequences of student’s actions need to stay the same. Student’s positive actions will be consistently rewarded and
negative actions will be consistently punished. The employees of the district are given a short list of what to do in
order to do an on-the-spot intervention. The list includes; stopping the bullying, supporting the student who has been
bullied, naming the bullying behavior and referring to school rules, engaging the bystanders, imposing immediate and
appropriate consequences, and taking steps to ensure the bullied student will be protected from future bullying.
The Olweus program is a research based program that has worked well for schools in Norway, South Carolina,
Pennsylvania, Washington State and California. The Orchard Park Central School District has been implementing
the Olweus program since the spring of 2010.
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Welcome to the Orchard Park Central School District
Pictured are new staff members in OPCSD or staff members who have changed positions or buildings
as of the beginning of the 2015-2016 School Year.

Eggert Elementary

Susan Haseley

Dana Learn

Christina Narbe

April Owczarczak

Elementary Teacher

Teacher Aide

Eggert Elementary

Eggert Elementary

Special Education
Teacher

Special Education
Teacher

Eggert Elementary

Eggert Elementary

Eggert Elementary

Stephanie Boundy

Lauren Brechtel

ESL Teacher
Eggert Elementary

Teacher Aide

Ellicott Elementary
South Davis Elementary
Windom Elementary
Jillian Januskiewicz
Special Education
Teacher
Ellicott Elementary

Christina Carter
Library Media
Specialist
South Davis
Elementary

Rachel Andruczyk

Paula Mruk

Tracy Brege

Jessica Wheaton

Teacher Aide

Teacher Aide

Teacher Aide

Music Teacher

Windom
Elementary

Windom
Elementary

Windom
Elementary

Windom
Elementary

District Employees
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Rita Boryszak

Mark Drollinger

Gerald Hacker

David Lilleck

Brian Sepe

Reading Teacher

Technology Coach

Executive Director
for Personnel & Pupil
Services

Psychologist

Orchard Park
Central School
District

Maintenance
Mechanic
Grounds
Department

Literacy Coach

Orchard Park
Middle School
& Orchard Park
High School

Orchard Park
Central School
District

Orchard Park
Central School
District

Orchard Park Central
School District

Kathryn Tashjian

Orchard Park Middle School

Diane Bond

Jessica Daigler

Kristin Fisher

Art Teacher

Special
Education
Teacher

Orchard Park
Middle School

Orchard Park
Middle School

Christopher
Frankowski

Catherine Gavin

Aaron Grupka

Orchard Park
Middle School

Science Teacher

Social Worker

Principal

Orchard Park
Middle School

Orchard Park
Middle School

Michael Lovering

Art Teacher

Orchard Park
Middle School

EmmaLouise
Hammond

Nancy Hartung

Lindsey Kuhrt

Special Education
Teacher

AIS Teacher

English Teacher

6th Grade Teacher

Orchard Park
Middle School

Orchard Park
Middle School

Orchard Park
Middle School

Orchard Park
Middle School

Laura
Houseman
6th Grade
Teacher
Orchard Park
Middle School

Jourdan
Morgan

Jeanette Smith

Warren Yokom

English Teacher

Teacher Aide
Orchard Park
Middle School

Guidance
Counselor

Orchard Park
Middle School

Orchard Park
Middle School

Orchard Park High School

Becky Beers

Leann Catanzaro

Alicia Petrinec

Matthew Fisher

Cheri Pritchard

English Teacher

Art Teacher

Teacher Aide

Music Teacher

Orchard Park
High School

Orchard Park
High School

Orchard Park
High School

House III
Principal
Orchard Park
High School

Orchard Park
High School
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Students Flip for Technology Integration
By: Lisa M. Krueger, Ed.D.

Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction & Pupil Services

The world of online learning has
transformed how and when learning
occurs. This is most prevalent at the
college level. According to the National
Center for Educational Statistics, 74%
of college students experience some
form of distance or online learning, with
13% of students enrolled exclusively
in an online program (NCES, 2014).
The Orchard Park Central School
District strives to fully prepare our
students to be successful after high
school graduation. Exposing students
to different learning formats such as
webinars, distance learning and online
learning is an evolving area we are
beginning to explore in our classrooms.
The “flipped classroom” refers
to a blended learning environment
where learning occurs both face-toface in a traditional classroom setting
as well as in an online environment.
Flipped classrooms often provide
instruction online as part of the
homework assignment. As homework
students may review a video lesson
created by his/her teacher, watch
an instructional video, or gather
background knowledge on a particular
topic through online learning. The
face-to-face class time then shifts from
a lecture style format where the teacher
is delivering content knowledge to an
active learning environment where the
students are applying the knowledge
learned online to engage in problem
solving, debate, and discussion. In
a traditional classroom instruction
model, the teacher is typically
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the central focus of a lesson and
disseminates information. Students
may passively take notes, listen, and
occasionally answer questions. The
flipped classroom, however, shifts the
more passive activities of note taking
and listening to homework, allowing
class time to be the active application
of knowledge and skills.
This instructional model is
being utilized, to varying degrees, in
a few of our courses. Orchard Park
Middle School Advanced Mathematics
teacher Leanne Kaleta believes the
flipped classroom instructional model
has revolutionized her teaching. Her
students typically view an online
instructional video for homework.
They can pause the video, take notes,
rewind, and repeat the video at their
pace. “Gone are the excuses of I didn’t
do my homework because I didn’t
understand it,” explains Kaleta. If
a student struggles with a concept,
he/she can view the online lesson as
many times as necessary for it to make
sense. Class time becomes more active
and interactive. “This means students
can be actively engaged and working
on math problem solving the entire
40 minute class period.” Students in
Kaleta’s class are challenged at their
readiness level, and class time allows
for full differentiation of instruction
based on the need of students to be
challenged or remediated. Flipped
teachers, like Kaleta find themselves
no longer delivering a lesson or lecture
that is a “one size fits all” approach to
attempt to reach most of the students.
Class time is truly individualized
learning and application of concepts
and skills.
Special Education teacher
Jamie Piacente has also found value
in the flipped classroom model for
students in need of academic support.

As she creates video lessons, posts
links and resources online she is
creating a database of resources for
her students to access at any time. If
a student is absent and misses class,
he/she can access the lesson online.
These resources are also available for
students to access to help review for
unit tests, midterm exams, and final
exams. Students can review concepts
based on their individual needs.
The flipped classroom model
also shifts how teachers spend their
time inside and outside of the classroom.
Instead of spending their time correcting
homework assignments, teachers
using this instructional model spend
their time creating videos of lessons,
locating and posting online resources
for students, and creating links to
instructional videos. Similarly, rather
than students waiting to receive written
feedback on assignments, students get
immediate feedback from the teacher
while they are working during class
time. Conferencing individually with
students occurs regularly in a flipped
classroom. Supporters of the flipped
classroom model contend class time is
more individualized in its content and
feedback.
In either a traditional or a
flipped classroom model of instruction,
a high quality teacher is an essential
and common element. The flipped
classroom model is not intended to
replace a quality teacher or high
quality instruction. It does, however,
shift how and when the teaching and
application of skills occur. As we
employ innovation in the classroom and
extend our use of technology, we will
continue to evaluate the effectiveness
of such practices to ensure our students
receive a high quality education while
preparing them for life after high school
graduation.

Images From Around the District

The Wellness Committee at Ellicott along with Mrs. Bermingham and Mrs. Rossi’s 5th grade classes organized the collection of Halloween candy on Monday and Tuesday November 2nd and 3rd to take to Winning Smiles Dentistry. Winning
Smiles gave Wellness $1 for every pound of candy collected.
Winning Smiles will send the candy to deployed servicemen
through the Pack for Patriots Program. Ellicott Elementary
collected 263 pounds of candy!

In the Spring of 2015 the QABC donated $11,468 for the
purchase of fitness equipment. The equipment recently arrived and is at the OPHS Fitness Center. Pictured is Matthew McGarrity, Superintendent of Schools, Jim Crowley,
Quaker Athletic Booster Club President, David Hack, Director of Physical Education and Athletics, and Jonathan
Wolf, High School Principal. They are pictured with the
Hammer Strength Power Rack, one of the many items donated by the Quaker Athletic Booster Club.

On Wednesday, October 28th, Mrs. Christy Widman of the
Roswell Park Cancer Institute came in and spoke to the Science Club at OPHS and any students who wished to attend
about Cancer. Her talk was titled “Cancer 101”. Mrs.
Widman is pictured above with the Science Club Officers.

Approximately 100 members of the Orchard Park CSD
Friends and Family participated in the Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer Walk held on Saturday, October 17th.

South Davis Kindergarten student Tommy Gibson reaches
the finish line during South Davis’ “Movin & Groovin”
Event.

Fifth grade members of the School Bus Safety Program
at Eggert Benjamin Gocella and Jackson Martin assist
younger students who are getting on the bus at dismissal
time.
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Images From Around the District Continued

Windom’s 3rd, 4th and 5th graders have been doing the Independent Health Foundation’s Fitness for Kids Challenge/
Buffalo Bills Play 60 Challenge. They received their own
play book to log their exercise minutes. The goal being 60
minutes of exercise daily. Pictured are Windom Elementary
students working on their scoreboard and exercising during
Physical Education class.

Ellicott’s 5th grade visited the Erie County Courthouse
and had a tour and mock trial with Supreme Court Judge
John Curran. Judge Curran taught the students about the
branches and levels of government and also showed them
around the legislature. The students got to see where may
of our laws are passed.

Fireman Mr. Ed Jensen informs fourth grade students at
South Davis about Fire Safety when the Smokehouse visited
South Davis at the end of October.

Mr. Vanderwater demonstrates to students in Mrs. Goff’s
Biology class how to use the Apple Press. After Mr. Vanderwater’s explanation, students had an opportunity to use the
press to make cider for themselves and their classmates.

Middle School Weight Room Update Complete

Eighth grade students at the Orchard Park Middle School try out the new equipment in the updated Middle School Weight Room.
The Middle School weight room update is officially completed. The weight room was moved from its original
location to a larger space within the Orchard Park Middle School. All of the equipment has been updated. Instead of
extremely out-of-date adult sized equipment, the Middle School weight room now offers equipment that is appropriate for Middle School age and size children. The machines use resistance bands rather than plate weights and are,
in essence, quieter and safer. The new equipment is easy and safe for students to use and there is plenty of room for
a whole class of students to be actively engaged at the same time. The Physical Education teachers are pleased with
the new equipment and space, and they certainly aren’t the only ones. The students are so excited to try out all of the
new equipment and learn about how to use it.
The Middle School weight room update was made possible from the generous donations of the Orchard Park
Foundation of Academic Excellence, the Quaker Athletic Booster Club, the Middle School PTO and the Buffalo Bills
Youth Foundation.
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A Word From the President
By: Natalie Schaffer, Board of Education President

It’s been a busy Fall for the
District and the Board. Here are some
updates:
Last December, the school
district community overwhelmingly
approved a health and safety facilities
project that is the first part of the district’s long-range facilities plan. The
plans for the project were submitted
to the State Education Department
for approval in April 2015, and while
the approval process has been delayed
on the state’s end, construction is still
scheduled to begin in Summer 2016.
The Board is looking forward to receiving frequent updates about the project
throughout this school year.
On October 13th, the Board approved a school tax exemption for Veterans that will impact the 2016 school
tax bills. This was a difficult decision
for the Board, which wanted to demonstrate its support for Veterans while at
the same time not unduly burdening
other district taxpayers. The Board
thanks those who responded to the
online survey, attended the public

hearings, and otherwise reached out
to us about this issue. The Board will
review the impact of this exemption
annually and can modify the decision
at any time.
The Board recently submitted
a resolution to the New York State
School Boards Association for consideration to become part of the group’s
2015-2016 agenda. The resolution provides that NYSSBA will advocate for
reform of current legal notice publication requirements. The resolution was
approved by the NYSSBA membership
at its recent Annual Business Meeting,
at which our Board was represented
by Board Member Christine GrayTinnesz. Reform of this legislation
could result in significant savings for
the District (and taxpayers) over the
years.
The Board is pleased to announce that Superintendent McGarrity has been chosen by his peers in the
New York State Council of Superintendent’s group to represent the Western
Region (comprised of Erie I and Erie

Steps for OPCSD Families to
Sign Up for Message Alerts
Step 1: Login to the Parent Portal
Step 2: Click “Change contact info” Update your cell/		
phone numbers in the parent portal
Step 3: Update which message alerts you receive or
to add additional numbers to receive alerts
Click “School Messenger” link
Click “Contacts”
Click “Edit” next to your child’s name and 		
select contact numbers.
Click submit.
Step 4: To receive text messages please text “Y” to 		
68453
Note: If you wish to opt out at any time please text 		
“N” to 68453. (No quotes)

II BOCES) on the State Education
Commissioner’s Advisory Council. In
this capacity, Superintendent McGarrity will meet with the Commissioner
throughout the year to discuss issues
impacting our region. This is a great
honor for Superintendent McGarrity
and the Board is proud that his voice
will be heard in Albany.
Finally, the Board continues
to encourage the community to attend
our meetings to learn more about various aspects of the educational program
and the budget. Information can also
be found on the District website and
Facebook page. The Board welcomes
input from community members on all
issues, but particularly with respect
to how we can continue to improve
transparency and promote greater
partnership with the community.

2015-2016 Elementary School
Calendar Changes
Elementary students will now be in attendance for a
full day on Monday, June 20, 2016. The last elementary day will be Tuesday, June 21, 2016 and it will be a
half-day with dismissal at 11:30 a.m.

Alumni Update
The class of 2005 will hold their 10 year reunion on Saturday, November 28, 2015, at Resurgence Brewing Company,
1250 Niagara Street, Buffalo, NY 14213. The cost is $25
per person. Tickets can be purchased at the door or online.
Please visit the link below for additional information or
email Chelsea Jensen at chelseajensen0@gmail.com.
http://www.alumniclass.com/orchardparkhs/reunion-classof-2005?r=82768
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November
23…WE Thanksgiving Food
Drive Box Up Day,
9:15 a.m.
23…HS PTO Meeting, 7 p.m.
24…HS Orchestra Festival
Concert, 7 p.m.
25…EL Pajama Day
25…MS Poinsettia & Wreath
Sale Ends
26-27…Thanksgiving Holiday –
No School
December
1…Board of Education Meeting,
7 p.m.
2…EL Vocal Holiday Concert,
7 p.m.
3…WE Holiday Auction &
Family Night, 4 p.m. – 8 p.m.
3…MS 6th & 7th Grade Choral
Concerts, 6:45 p.m. & 8 p.m.
3…HS Financial Aid Night,
7 p.m.
3-4…WE Holiday Bazaar,
Auction Preview & Cake
Walk
4…CCPTO Meeting,
9:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.
4…Half-Day Grades K-8,
Elementary Students Dismiss
at 11:30 a.m. MS Students
Dismiss at 10:30 a.m.
4…SD Holiday House & Basket
Auction, 6 p.m. – 8 :30 p.m.
4…MS Poinsettia/Wreath Pick
Up

7… Half-Day Grades K-8,
Elementary Students
Dismiss at 11:30 a.m. MS
Students Dismiss at 10:30
a.m.
7…MS Poinsettia/Wreath Pick
Up
8…MS Winter Concerts,
6:45 p.m. & 8 p.m.
9…EG Vocal Holiday Concert,
7 p.m.
9…WE Vocal Holiday Concert,
7 p.m.
12…OPHS Varsity & JV
Wrestling Tournament,
9:30 a.m.
14…WE/SD Holiday Concert at
the HS, 7 p.m.
14-18…SD Charity Drive
14…HS STAP Comm Meeting,
7 p.m.
15…EG/EL Band & Orchestra
Holiday Concert at the HS,
7 p.m.
22…AOF Alumni Night,
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
22…HS Holiday Concert, 7 p.m.
24-1…Winter Recess
29-30…OPHS Girls Varsity & JV
Basketball Tournament
January
5…EL PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
6…EG PTO Meeting, 9:30 a.m.
7…WE PTO Meeting, 6 p.m.
7…SD PTO Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
9…Winter Driver Education
Registration, 8 a.m.

9…ECMEA Elementary, Jazz &
JH Vocal Auditions, 9 a.m. –
4 p.m.
11…HS STAP Comm Meeting,
7 p.m.
12…Board of Education Meeting,
7 p.m.
13…MS PTO Meeting, 9 a.m.
13…EG Niagara Candy Sale
Begins
15… Half-Day Grades K-8,
Elementary Students
Dismiss at 11:30 a.m. MS
Students Dismiss at
10:30 a.m.
15…EL Niagara Chocolate Sale
Kick-Off
15…SD Niagara Candy Sale
Begins
15…WE Niagara Candy Sale
Begins
16…ECMEA Junior High
Auditions, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
18…Martin Luther King Day –
No School
19…MS 8th Grade Concert, 7 p.m.
19…Winter/Spring Comm. Ed.
Walk In Registration,
6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
20…Winter/Spring Comm. Ed.
Walk In Registration,
6 p.m – 8 p.m.
20…HS District Jazz Concert,
7 p.m.
21-22…WE Operetta, 7 p.m.
21…8th Grade Parent Scheduling
Night
23…ECMEA Senior High
Auditions, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
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